withq drunkenness and its causes till the millennium, are seeking for a via media that will diminish temptation without ignoring the rights of the publican.
The publican has rights ; that is to be remembered. ( and who will be the person to suffer for any faults in the management of the house), but who is really a servant of the company; and unjust also to the public, for the true lessee of the house often charges the publican a lower rent than he himself pays, countin g on the profit from the sale of his beer, and thus causing the property to be rated lower than it would otherwise be?a distinct injustice to the ratepayers.
Thus the case stands that, though the publican has some claim to have the loss he undergoes by the loss of his license made good to him, it does not follow that he has a right, either moral or legal, to get all he asks for. He is no public benefactor, to be specially considered in parting with him ; and it would need a commission of careful, impartial, and experienced men to analyse his claims, and see how far they are just and how far they are manufactured with a view to obtaining an undue share of public conscience-money.
